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1. Pugnacious — fond of fighting
2. Repugnant - strongly offensive
3. Impugn — attack verbally
4. Expunge — wipe out completely
5. Propugn — defend strongly
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WIANn-WwWin situation
benefits all stakeholders
oeven if oy compromisaos is
recachecd in scecarch of a

workable alternative. It could even
brer za wary in which thhe wirnmingg
sidae daeludes the losing sidae to
proerceive its loss aas oy necessary
Price it praicd for surviva

The impaeachment rmotion of
thhe Opprosition prarties against the
Chict Election Commmissionaer
(CIIECD) is one such example. It is o
motion destined not 1o carry. Yetu
IS PPrime MmMovers mmay nNnot sce the
loss aas a defeatrt. But can thhe CEC
sce thhetir loss as his viCtory?

The move of the Opyprosition
prarties is doubtlessly dramatico
However, thhe qguestion thiat neoeds
to be pondered by the
werll-wishers of the Election
Commission of India (ECD is what
prromptecd then to cdon the gloves
for a hight withh no chhance of
vicCtory. Poerhaps, someotinmaoes one
figzzhits mnot to win but to wound the
Oppronent. And thoe troubling ppart
is thiar political parties treat the
CEC as aan oppronoent.,

Stoeadfifast doefiaance
Thee move to impeach the CEC is a
first in thhe history of an instit uti(n‘
that is supposcad to be oy vaanguard
Oof Incdizaan elecrtoral democracy.
“Inndiaa Dbuailt mmany institutions after
Aarttaining frecacadon and adoptingg a
Roepublican constitution. . It
MIIVOIIEe wWerres 1o concluact aanm
opinion poll on which of thhese
institutions rendered the bhest
scearvice 1o Indian demaocracy with
thier highest degreec of integsrity, 1
Ihave Nno cdoubhr thar thhe 1T will bhe
our people’s first choice )" said Aral
Bilhvari Vajpavee, the thien Priinne
Minister at the ECI's golden jubilee
celaeb rations on jJamnuary 17, 2001,
And now, 25 vears later, 193
prarrliamentarians of the
O pposition have submitted notices
for an impoeachmeaent amotion
against thhe CLHOC citing charges of
‘partisan and discritminatory
concduace” ““obstruction of
investigation into eclectoral fraud™
andcd disenfranchiscecmoent viaa thhe
Special Intensive Revision (S1RD) of
celaectoral rolls,. The notice is as

-

.

Ashok L.avasa

Formerr Election
COmmmiissioneaers and
LInilomn Finance
Secretary of Incdia

The oxaclusion ol

everrr oz singzle
cligzibhlae vorter
clure 1o thres waann
thie SIIR Inhas
bhaoon concducraocdd
wernalal laegzitinmiisco
thhaeo Ccriticism ot
thiis aarbicraaery
ancd aaggrossive
CNeTCiso

72 lmpeac 172l rnove wilk. 720 Wirirnicers

unproecoedoentod as thhae mannoer in
which thhe revision of electoral
rolls has boeon undertakoen despite
scerious challengge Hhy most prolitical
partios, excoept thhe rulingz
cddispraensation. Such aanm aliggnnmment
of thinking disconcerted the
Oprprosition, which sharpenced
their attack against the CElEC. The
repraeatecdd prress conferences by the
lL.ecaacdery of the Opyprosition (1O
exposing discroepancies in the
elecrtoral rolls of States where
elections had beern held, further
erocdecd truase in the bhoady .

While thhe aggressive style and
sceoverity of thier 1LOP's aattaack Oom the
Ppoll bhbody, gquestioning its integrity
waas surprising, what was monre
surprising was the proll bhody s
obduracy in not providing a
credible respponseae to thie doubes
raised on its funcrtioning and
impartiality., As thhe attacks
became more and more bitter,
Communication channals boetwaoaon
thhe poll body and the opposition
political particos scomaod to cholke.,

TThe nation had seldom seen
such a relontless camipaign against
o CEC everrn as thhe Supr reme Court
hoeard endless peoetitions against his
cdecisions., As the ppetitions failed to
vield any substantive relief,
frustration Mmounted aand so did
thies CIEC™s aaprprarent indifference.,
The CEC persisted with thhe SIR
clesprite the fortmight-longg Vorte
Acihikar Yatra just bhaetore thie Bihwaur
Staater eclescCtions.

Not thiar thhere was no dialogue.
T he oOne bhbetwe e thier proll hody
and the Trinmnmam ool Congress

aaumasaecd more rancour culmminatings
in thhe thhearrical presence of
Mamata Banerjee in thhe Supreme
Court. Never Dheftore huacd o Chiler
Minister appeared in Court
arguing against thie 1CE'S unfair
decisions. The dharmnas against the
SIR in West Bengal or officials
cdAying in thhe course of conducting:
thhe SIR failled to deter the CEC or
chhange his avowed commitiment to
‘purify™ the eclectoral rolls.

The EC] invented the “logical
discrepancy ™ tool thhat pitted
electors aggainst thhe AT uusaed to
cdetect discrepancioes. West Bengzal
saw 58 20,8399 clectors deleted at

theae cdraft stagze and GO OG GT7S
‘uandder .‘lL‘_illLliL‘;lli()ll" in thhe final
list. But thhe ECT we nt on to
announce elections Staate,
wheoere the faate of nes 1O,
electors remamined undeaeterminecd.
It emplovyved micro-obsorvers for
finalisingg ther revised rolls,
something never cdone in thhe pase.
The SC also took thhe extraorcdinary
Step> Of aprprointing ovesr 500
judicial ofhicers 1O decicde thie faate
Ol thhese electors in a short span.

It is unmnusual for a constitutional
bhrody muandatecd with eclectoral
rolls preparation 1o involve
anothery constitutional bhoddy in
discharging its routine funcrtions
by disregarcding thier eclecrtor™s
voting right, which it was created
to protect. The exclusion of evern a
single eligible votrter cdue to thhee way
thhe SIR has been conducted would
leghitimuise thie oriticisnn of this
arbitrary and aggegressive exercise.

A loss for thhe COMIITIONR ITiaamn
Howaoever, does all of this justify the
impeachment move? T'he answer
cdoepaonds on which sidoe of the
cdividle oOne stands,. The crores of
voters who figgzuare in the final
eclecrtoral roll rmbght Mot prrotest,
treating thheae tonsion and trauvma
cdduring thhe revision pprocess as prart
Ol thres rountine strugsgsle thuae
haelpless citizoens o thirough to
scecure their rvigghes, The voice of
thhose excludaed doecsn™t count in
the eclections in aany cases,
FEventually, the valid concern of
pProtecrting thhe right 1o vote turns
into thie lament of losers who are
lestt wiithh Mo choice Hhut 1o resort tao
thie vnltirnmate conscin tnthul;nl
weapon against thhe CEOCL
Meanwhile, thie 1ECT has
sounded the poll bugle askings
plavers 1o contest against each
other rather than against the
referee. It is now in 'all control.
The successful completion of thhe
Ppoll process will justifty aldl ics
decisions. Victors will exulr: losers
will faind reasons to complain.
What thhe nation wouwld be left
with will be aa poll body in which
thhe Opprosition, rop resoeonting more
thwan half the voting population,
has expressocd no confidence.




A win-win situation benefits all stakeholders even if a compromise is reached in search of a workable
alternative. It could even be a way in which the winningﬂd@eludes}he losing side to perceive its loss
as a necessary price for sur}iyal. -
The impeachment motion of the Opposition parties against the@hief Election CommissiohCEC) is one
such example. It is a motign destined(not to carryy Yet its prime movers may not see the loss as a defeat.
But can the CEC see their loss as his victory? - s
S —
The move of the Opposition parties is doubtlessly dramatic. However, the question that needs to be
pondered-is what prompted them to engage in a fight with no chance of victory. Perhaps, sometimes one
fights not to win but to wound the opponent. The troubling part is tha(political parties\reat the CEC as
an opponent. / v o
The move to impeach the CEC is a first in the history of an institution that is supposed to be {van&ard
of Indian electoral democracy. Atal Bihari Vajpayee once remarked that among India’s institutions, the
Election Commission of India (EIQ) would be the people’s first choice for integrity. /
Yet, 25 years later, 193 Opposition parliamentarians have submitted noticesfor impeachment citing
“partisan/dnd discriminato‘?; conduct’, “obstructi(z}ef investigation into electoryayd” and
disenfranchisement through the ‘gp,ecial Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls:
The manner in which electoral rolls have been revised, despite serious challenges by most political
parties, disconcerted the Opposition. Repeated press conferences by the Leader of the 9ppos' ron (LOP),

highlighting discrepancies in States where elections had been held, further erodgpffrust in the poll body.

S




While the severity of the Opposition’s attack was striki@ what was more surprising was the poll body’s
reluctanceto provide a credible response to doubts about its functioning and impartiality. As tensions
escalated, communication between the poll body and Opposition parties appeared t@reak dowm

The country Seldyan had seen such a relentless campgign against a CEC, even as the Supreme Court heard
numerous petitions against his docisioy./[‘he CEC per@ with th IRéespite protests such as the Vote
Adhikar Yatra before the Bihar elections. = ~~—{/

West Bengal witnessed large-scale deletions of voters at the draft stage and many cases remained “under
adjudication” even as elections were annouaced. The ECI employed migcro-observers and the Supreme Court
appointed judicial officers to decide suc]m/c?:es—extraor‘dﬁﬁ‘y measures in groutine admirlistrativefﬁocess.
The exclusion of even a single eligible voter due t\(utae manner in which the SIR wynduc\:t;dfwould
legitimise criticism of this (1\)/exercise. g;_‘s —
However, whether all this justifies the'impeachiment'move depends on@ne’s gerspective}/lany voters
included in the final roﬂgﬁ;ﬁccept the proce§s/33’part of securing their rights, while the voices ofﬂ@se

excluded remain unheard. B/ / —
Ultimately, concerns about protecting voting rights risk being reduced to political grievances, prompting

recourse to impeachment as a constitutional weaporf.

Meanwhile, the ECI has called for partie}to contest each other rather than challenge theﬁefer@e

successful completion of elections may justify its actigpé. Victors will celebrateﬂ'ggers wil-compldin.

What remains is a poll body in which the Opposition, representing a significant section of voters, has
ressed no confidence. -




THE HINDU EDITORIAL ANALYSIS | ANUBHAV SIR | 8 AM | 'Y

1. Why is the impeachment motion described as “destined not to carry”?
A) Itis rejected due to judicial intervention beforehan

B) It violates constitutional provisions governing removal procedures )O

C) Itis procedurally invalighunder parliamentary traditions

D) It is opposed unanimously by all regional political grojaps

E) It lacks sufficient legislative backing to secure approval

===%

/ /
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2. What historical significance is attached to the impeachment move?

A) It aligns with global practices of administrative accountability/0
B) It follows a long tradition of similar institutional confrontations )0

#

CMtreflects a rare political exigency to Election commission of India . ‘ ’

(D)It represents aedented challenge to an electoral authority
E) It signifies a minor procedural anomaly within governance
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3. According to the passage, criticism of the revision process becomes vz\a}d if:

A) even one eligible individual is excluded through flawed implementation

B) the number of participating voters declines significantly overall “//
C) election outcomes differ from pre-poll expectations substantially

D) political parties fail to reach consensus on procedural norms

E) judicial authorities delay adjudication of electoral disputes
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4. What underlying id\(&is conveyed through the “win-win situation” analogy?

0

A. A negotiated outcome may disguise asymmetrical gains as mutual benefit
B. A weaker side may internalize defeat as a rational compromise
wer o

——

C. A compromise invariably leads to equitable distribution of po
D. Strategic framing can alter perceptions of victory and loss

Options:

(a) Only A /
(b) Only C X

(c) BothAand B X
(d) Both B and C -

(e) A, Band D
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5. What word should come in the blank A ?

A. Unequivocal — (/@(0/\, o

B. Arbitrary

C. Veracious Cj AR \O
Yo

D. Mendacious ——
E. Sanguine

HeAlisaY)




6. Identify the error __~ ﬂ ~

had <lolom S

The country seldom had seen such a (A) /relentless campaign against a CEC, (B) /even as the
Supreme Court heard {C) /numerous petitions against his decisions (D) / No Error (E)
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7. What does the concluding remark about vi\(}ors and loseymply?
o i

A) Outcomes influence perceptions of fairness more than Wres

B) Electoral processes are universally accepted irrespective of results

C) Administrative actions are always judged independently of outcomes

D) Political actors avoid questioning results after elections conclude

E) Judicial oversight eliminates disputes related to electoral outcomes
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/
[tis not for nothing that the head of Art Recovery International has lamented the current “smash and grab

period” of art thievery. The | masked men)aho broke into thwagnam Rocca Foundation in Italy s Parma
region and made off with three paintings — a Renoijya Cézannesand a Mz\agsse"— ~— showe 1&1})\/\%nce {0)y
the ﬁnesg;and sty that seem to have characterised such endeavours in the past. They used a crowbar to
force open an entrance and were in and out in under three minutes.

Gentlemen thieves like Thomas Crown and Arsene Lupin may be mere products of the imagir_;at’ron, but art
history is replete with storie )@f purloingrs who combined their taste for the rare and beauu_@;»and the
profits they bring — with a sense of mischief and real love for the art. Take the two Norwegian burglars who
stole Edvard Munch'’s The Scream from the National Museum in Oslo, leaving behind a courtegus note: A
thousand thanks for your poor security.” Or consider the two men dressed as police?n_é-ﬁ_who walked into the
[sabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Bosfon and made the now infamous announcement, “Gentlemen, this is
a robbery,” making off with 13 works./

Then there was Stéphane Breitwieser, art thief extraordinaije, who walked off with pieces from nearly 200
museums — simply because they moved him. No smashed glaS}mold-upWodshed were involved, just
good taste and chutzpah. His luck turned in 2001 when his mother, angered by his criminal behayiour,
disposed of his nearly $1.25-billion collection, and Breitwieser was arrested. The smash-and-grabbers of
today may not execute their crimes-with quite the same insouciance or love, but their desire to turn their

loot to profit at least keeps alive the hope that someday the priceless woyks will be found arﬁﬁestor/eﬂ.

E—

B ————
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8. The phrase “smash and grab period” most nearly implies:
A) Careful planning with minimal physical damage—

B) Reckless stealingmarked by speed and destrqctiq_n/_-

C) Intellectual crimes executed with aesthetic judgement

D) Organized thefts involving diplomatic negotiations

E) Slow crimes designed to avoid public suspicion
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9. Why are fictional characters mentioned in the passage?

A) To highlight exaggerated criminal stereotypes in literature
B) To compare imagination with historical criminatrealities

Q)"

[0 criticize unrealistic depictions of artistic thefts

D) To establish legal differences between fiction and crime
E) To emphasize the decline of imaginative storytelling
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The tone towards earlier art thieves can best be described as:

A) Admiring yet cautiously ironic in its presentaﬁ(
B) Entirely critical and morally condemning throu@,gut
C) Detached and purely analytical in expressi

D) Mocking and dismissive of their motivati;g

E) Neutral and indifferent to their actions

B
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